ORANGE MEETING (BALL YKI LB EG). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 23 July 1866 :—for, 



COPIES “ of Correspondence between the late Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
and William Johnston , Esquire, relative to a Meeting of Orangemen 
proposed to be held in his Park of Bally kilbeg, in the County Down, on 
the 12th day of July 1866 5 and in reference to the intimation by the Lord 
Lieutenant that such Meeting would not be permitted to be held, and the 
display of Military and Constabulary in accordance therewith.” 

“ And, of any Correspondence which led to the adoption of these Measures.” 



SCHEDULE. 

7 July 1866. — Mr. Keown to the Under Secretary (with Enclosure) 

8 July 1866 — Mr. Conway Pilson to the Under Secretary . 

9 July 1866. — The Under Secretary to Mr. Johnston - 

10 July 18C6. — Mr. Johnston to the Lord Lieutenant (with Enclosure) - 



Mr. John Keown , j.p., Downpatrick, to the Under Secretary. 

Sir, . Downpatrick, 7 July 1866. 

As chairman of the magistrates I begHeave to enclose you a copy of the 
deposition of the Reverend P. O’Kane and the resolution of the magistrates. 

I am, &c. 

Under Secretary, Castle, Dublin. (signed) John Keown. 



(Enclosure.) 

County of Down, to wit: 

District of Downpatrick. 

I, Patrick O’Kane, parish priest of Downpatrick, in said county of Down, make 
oath and say that in reference to the approaching demonstration to be held at Ballykilbeg 
on the 12th instant, I have heard that on that occasion there will be a large number of 
the ship carpenters horn Belfast amongst the parties composing that demonstration ; that 
near my church, in the town of Downpatrick, there is a large cross lately erected ; that 
from private and reliable information (I have received) I have reason to fear that there 
will be a collision of a serious nature, arising from the fact that my information leads me 
to fear that the said ship carpenters and other parties are likely to attack my church and 
the said cross. I have also reason to know that this apprehension is shared in by a great 
number of my parishioners in Downpatrick, and they are excited on the subject. 

(signed) P. O'Kane. 

Taken and sworn before us at Downpatrick, this 7th day of July 1866. 

John Keown, 1 T , • c . , n 
John Hastings , of eaid Count y- 
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We are of opinion that it would be desirable to have a sufficient force of military and 
police to' prevent any collision between the parties, especially as there are a number of 
strangers of the Roman Catholic persuasion working at the Lunatic Asylum in the 
immediate vicinity of this town. 

(signed) John Keown , ") 

John Hastings, 

J. W. Maxwell, ) Justices of County Down. 
Conway Pilson , 

John Craig, J 

Downpatrick, 7 July 1866. 



Mr. Conway Pilson , j. p., Newcastle, County Down, to the Under Secretary. 

Newcastle, County Down, 

Sir, Sunday, 8 July. 

As one of the magistrates who signed the recommendation for a military force 
to be sent to Downpatrick on the occasion of the ensuing 12th, I beg to suggest 
the propriety of a couple of stipendiary magistrates accompanying that force. 

It is precisely one of those occasions on which it is desirable that the services 
of the local magistrates should be dispensed with as far as possible. I belong 
to no party myself, nor shall I shrink, if occasion requires, from a faithful and 
impartial discharge of my duty ; nevertheless, I think it most desirable that the 
military and police force should be placed in charge of stipendiary magistrates. 

The demonstration at Ballykilbeg is likely to be very numerous ; it is expected 
to reach fully 20,000. A most indiscreet proceeding altogether. Mr. Johnston 
the chief promoter, has been largely remonstrated with by his friends to relin- 
quish such a perilous undertaking, but all to no purpose. Mr. Johnston attended 
the meeting of the magistrates yesterday, and said that, if unmolested, he would 
give a guarantee that the must trivial breach of the peace would not arise on the 
side of his party. Mr. O’Kane also attended our meeting, and undertook to 
impress on his congregation to-day the necessity of abstaining from showing 
even the appearance of hostility to the opposite party. 

The only apprehension the local authorities have is from the likelihood of the 
navvies who are working at the new asylum, and the ship carpenters from Belfast 
coming into collision. The very appearance of the military will be calculated 
to prevent this dreaded collision. 

I expect to return to my residence at Downpatrick on Tuesday, where I purpose 
remaining until the 12th. 

I have, &c. 

The Under Secretary, (signed) Conway Pilson. 

&c. &c. 



The Under Secretary to Mr. Johnston. 

Dublin Castle, 9 July 1866. 

_ 1 AM directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you that from information 
his Excellency has received, he has reason to apprehend that a serious breach of 
the peace will take place at an intended meeting, called a “ Grand Protestant 
Demonstration,” to be held at the Ballykilbeg Demesne as advertised, on the 
12th instant. . His Excellency trusts that you will at once see the propriety of 
countermanding this meeting, otherwise you will he held responsible for the con- 
sequences. . I am to add that his Excellency has given strict orders to prevent 
the assembling of persons under such circumstances as are likely to lead to a 
breach of the peace, and the information received by his Excellency leaves no 
doubt that the proposed meeting is one which ought not to be permitted to take 
place. 

T I am, &c. 

William Johnston, Esq., (signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 

Ballykilbeg, near Downpatrick. 
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MEETING OF ORANGEMEN AT BALLYKILBEG. 



Mr. Johnston to the Lord Lieutenant. 



Ballykilbeg House, County Down, 
May it please your Excellency, 10 July. 1866. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a communication from your 
Excellency, respecting- the meeting proposed to be held here on the 12th July. * 



It is not needful for me to say to your Excellency that in holding such a 
meeting- no law is broken. The Orangemen who designed attending such 
meeting were requested to abstain from any violation of even the unjust law 
administered with one-sided hostility to Ulster Protestants, which is called the’ 
“ Part y Processions Act.” The resolutions to be proposed to the meetino- are 
now submitted to your Excellency, in a firm belief in their calmness, moderation, 
and truth. It could not be expected that your Excellency would condescend to 
inform me what reasons there are for apprehending “a breach of the peace.” 
Those who design to break the peace, if any, may have privately communicated 
their intentions. Those who are friendly to the meeting neither have nor had 
any such design, though I found the priest of the parish, Mr. O’Kane, on 
Saturday last, entertaining the magistrates with an absurd story of a contem- 
plated firing- at a sponge and spear, and huge cross, recently set up in the Down 
chapel-yard, under the auspices of the Redemptorist Fathers. 



Will your Excellency forgive my presumption when I say that I do not “see 
the propriety of at once countermanding this meeting.” 

Has it come to this, that all meetings of Protestants, when perfectly legal, are 
to be suppressed and put down, to please those who proudly rejoice in the un- 
molested processions which did honour to O’Connell, once in gaol for sedition, 
and to Terence Bellew McManus? Are the times of James the Second, when 
more than two or three Protestants were prohibited meeting together, to be re- 
enacted in the nineteenth century ? 



The men who desired to meet in gratitude to God, and with no ill-will to any 
man, at Ballykilbeg on Thursday next, have a right to claim protection from 
your Excellency, if any persons are to be found ill-disposed enough to attempt to 
interfere with the freedom of British citizens and the rights of loyal subjects. 
What the result may be, in this new turn of things, I cannot tell. God will, I 
am confident, watch over those who have done and contemplated no wrong, save 
that they have never succumbed to civil or ecclesiastical tyranny. But, if there 
are conspirators against the lives and liberties of the Protestants of Ulster, it 
would seem to be the right and proper thing that those Protestants should be 
guarded by the powers that be, not attempted to be robbed of that remnant of 
freedom which Governments and Parliaments have left them still. 



For any excitement that may arise, let the prohibition to hold a legal meeting 
be considered responsible. And let God be the judge between the wrong and 
the right. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) JVm. Johnston. 



(Private.) 



(Enclosure.) 



Resolutions, 12th July 1866. 



Resolved , — 

1. “ That trusting in the Lord God of Hosts as our refuge and strength, we desire 
gratefully to thank Him for the gift of Protestant truth and Protestant freedom, recog- 
nising His hand in the courage of our forefathers, in their noble protest, in the victories 
gained, and in civil and religious liberty, though imperilled, triumphant.” 

461. A 2 2. “ That 
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2. " That it is the imperative duty of all who value Gocl’s truth and man’s liberty vigi- 
lantly to resist all efforts made for their suppression, and therefore there is urgent ne*ed 
for Protestant union, decided action, and such a religio-political organization as that pre- 
sented in the Orange Institution, which has rendered high services to the State at home, 
and, at this time, in British North America, has sent forth many thousand volunteers to 
fight for the English Crown and British connection.” 

3. “ That, according to others, the utmost freedom in the expression of their religious 
and political sympathies, and leaving the Crown to deal as it thinks best with any 
attempted infringement of its rights, it is manifestly impolitic, ungenerous, and unjust to 
continue on the Statute Book a law which discourages loyal and Protestant manifesta- 
tions, and which has been administered in a spirit of one-sided hostility to those who 
revere the glorious memory of 'the greatest sovereign this country has to boast of.’ ” 
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